
  

33 

198 
 

F
u

n
d

am
en

ta
l 

R
es

ea
rc

h
 o

n
 H

u
m

an
it

ie
s 

| V
o

l.
 1

0
 | 

Is
su

e 
1

 | 
S

u
m

m
er

2
0
2
4
 

 

"Thick Description" as a Qualitative Method 

Mohamad mobini shoorestani 
Graduate of Ph.D. in Cultural Sociology, Social Science department, Faculty of Literature 

and Humanities, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran 
mobini_sh_m@webmail.guilan.ac.ir 

 
Seyed Hashem Mousavi 

Assistant Prof. Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, 
University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran. 

h.mosavi@guilan.ac.ir 
 

Mohamad amin Kanani 
Associate Prof. Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, 

University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran. 
kanani@guilan.ac.ir 

 
Hadi noori 

Associate Prof. Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, 
University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran. 

Hadinnoori@guilan.ac.ir 

Abstract: 

The precise use of qualitative research methods is one of the issues of Iranian 

research. The aim of this article is to apply Clifford Geertz's " thick description" and 

give it a methodological aspect. This research, relying on Geertz's interpretive 

theory of symbolism, will provide a methodological scheme to the qualitative 

researcher to use the fat description method correctly. In this research, the ambiguity 

in the definitions and theoretical view of this technique is removed and a general 

scheme of the methodology will be given to researchers in the main sections of 

"specifying the research field", "acquaintance with the natives and cultural 

immersion", "brief description", and finally, " thick description". This research 

shows that the qualitative research method of "fat description" is a type of scholarly 

writing that goes beyond description and observation and expresses the context, 

area, time, geography, factors surrounding the depth of history and everything that 

openly and secretly leads to the emergence of a specific behavior or event. 

Therefore, in this qualitative research method, the basis of analysis is a description 

that goes beyond the superficial and contemporary level. 

Keywords: Clifford Geertz, thick description, qualitative research, interpretive 

theory of symbolism. 
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